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Editorial 

EDITORIAL 

In t he la st i ssue we pr o posed a deba t e abo ut th@ se�rch f or a common 
dat a ba se t o  use i n  co nnect i o n  w i th UFO catalogues. Obvio usly, f or ea ch 
ch i ef computer we sho ul d  choice a pa rt i cular database program able to 
pr o duce a sequential f i le : ano t her i mpo r tant aim i s  to succeed in 
excha ng i ng da ta between dif fer ent mach i nes using a sui tabl e 
hardware/software inter f a ce <the Apple II/C-S4 connect i o n  seems to have 
been r esolved no w), so that t he gener a t ed f ile should have a s i m i lar 
st r uctur e. 
It is easy to under stand the i mpor tance to have an unique program for 

all r esear cher s stor i ng cases on their own computers. Fir st of all, a 
lo t o f  t i me wo uld be saved as it would not be ne c e ssar y to write a 

personal pro gr am : ITACAT and UFODOC are clear example o f  custom i z�d 
software involving a great loss of time. Their re sult s were un doub tel y 
i nt er est i ng, but we thinK a better worK would hav e been the 
establishment of such catalo gues on a pro f essiona l databa se avaiable o n  
the sof tw_ar e mar Ket . Exchange o f  data wou 1 d have been very qu i cK and 
pro cess i ng o ptio ns more so ph i st i ca ted. 
Thr ough such databa se pr o gr ams the user is able to esta bl i sh the fields 

he wishes ins i de a single recor d. So t he first step i s  the d i scussion 
about WHAT parameters <fields) should be co ns i der ed i n  storing UFO 
ca ses. Fo r exa mple, we pr o pose the fo llow i ng ones : 

<1> a n  eventual co de or ref er ence number on nat io na l basis 

<2> date 
(3) ho ur 
<4> lo catio n 
(�) class i f i cat i o n  
<S> evaluatio n 
<7> [chief) sour ces 

As yo u ca n see the number s o f  f i elds i s  fa i r ly lim i ted and f ar f r o m  the 
g i a nt co d i ng pr o po sed <and somet i mes pa rt i a lly carr i ed out) i n the 
sevent i es. We do n't bel i eve much i n  st or i ng o f

.
lar ge mas$ of da ta, due 

t o  sever a l  causes o ne o f  them is the scar ce reliability of 

i nforma t io n  we ha ve, another i s  t he lim i t ed har dwar e o f  most personal 

computers. Ma i nfr arnes ar e anot her mat t er at moment : they ca n be used 
only o cca siona lly by a so le r esear cher, so the i r  effect i ve emplo yment 
is very r estr i cted. Ano t her r eason o f  our own po int of v i ew i s  that we 
a ren't sur e a bout the po ss i b i l i ty t o  i nser t a huma n exper i ence liKe the 
UFO sight ing under t he f or m  of •co ded• infor mat i o n. W i tnesses are 

diffe�ent o ne from a no ther, so t he i r t ales ha ve different 

cha r a cter ist i cs : coding their infor mat i o n, we f alsif y them. 

Beyo no t he other i mpor ta nt pr oblems a bout the way to inser t UFO cases 

in a omputer , we th i nK o ur pr oposa l of da taba se co uld be accepted as 
it is i.e. a r efer ence-wo r K  a ble t o  help r esear cher s i n  ha ndl i ng the 

ca su i st ry. Pr obably, i t  i s  t he best solut i o n  : per so na l computer s are 
usua lly used dir ect ly only by their owners, so no huge pr oject 
involving a massive st or i ng of dat a  i s  poss i ble. 
A data ba se ha v i ng few fundamenta l fields is necessar y. There a r e some 
reasons t o  make such a choice 

(J) it would use only fairly •sure• pa ra met ers. 
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Editorial 

<2) .. it wou 1 d represent a val uab 1 e source of information� 
(3) it would save a lot of time. 
<4> it would allow the use of common low-cost personal/home computers. 
<S> it would allow a very quicK exchange of data using a same program 
for a same machine. 

We thihK hoping a computerized catalogue of international sightings on 
the ,model of UFOCAT is utop ist ic, the same for a national casu is try 
using occasionally a mainframe. The sole solution to our problems is in 
the personal corrputer area at moment, but it is absolutely necessary to 
find a common software and - above all - methodology. On the contrary, 
IJe '1 1 succeed in doing on 1 y a few doub 1 e worKs. 

********** 

As regards the Commodore 64/128 <the "personal• computer having the 
wider diffusion among ufologists at moment> I would liKe to propose a 
preliminary idea of common database. At moment there are many po�erful 
programs avaiable on the marKet : nearly all worK only �ith the disK 
drive and this {s a first problem. Most ufol og ists especiallY in 
Europe - own only the tape recorder, so that they can use only simple 
databases generating sequential files. Possible solutions are two 
A) employ exclusively sophisticated software for disc drives 
B> employ two different programs, one for disK, the other for tape, 
but with the same structure. 
According to us the first choice would be the best one, but avaiable 
resources would be limited : the second one could be an acceptable 
compromise. Readers' opinions on the matter would be interesting. 
But let's go on presenting our own proposal of a possible common 
database. Among the most powerful programs we Know at moment there are 

SUPERBASE <with a built-in language, also in the new 2.2 version>: 
MULTIOATA; PRACTIFILE; THE CONSULTA�IT: VIZASTAR (integrated with a 
spreadsheet and a graphic pacKage. It is very powerful, but it needs a 
cartridge of 4 or 8 <XL version) Kbytes and its cost is fairly high). 
Most of them maKe use of random files, so that a virtually unlimited 
number of records can be entered : this avoids the well-Know problems 
of RAM with the C-64, but it maKes worK times quite more long. It would 
be also important to choice a program having a version for the C-128, 
so that the "old 64• files could be manipulated by a more powerful 
computer. On the ground of these and other requirements we thinK 
SUPERBASE is the suitable database for researchers• aims. It is 
available at low cost, but we could supply a customized version (for 
personal use only) to all ufologists interested in the matter, when 
storing standards will be fixed. The program has already been employed 
by some Italian ufologists for storing bibliographic and newsclipping -� 
files, with interesting results. SUPERBASE has remarKable 
characteristics : 1108 characters, 127 fields and four screens per 
recorq are only some of its excellent qualities. The user can set name, 
n u mbe� and size of the fields : one of them will be the Key-field for 
the many available search options. 
A database of UFO events for a personal computer must include all 
fundamental data, as already mentioned. we propose these fields : 

DATE 
HOUR 
LOCATION 

6 characters 
4 characters 

30 characters 
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PRO \I I f'CE/REG I ON 

CLASSIFICATION <•> 

EVALUATION 

NOTES 

<chief ?) SOURCES 

Editorial 

3 characters 
10 characters 
1 0  characters 
30 characters 
a whole page 

Such a structure could be used successfully in connection with any Kind 
of casuistry, from "nocturnal lights• events to exotic close 
encounte�s. certainly, if all researchers having a C-64 should use such 
a database, exchange and processing of data would be much more simple 
and quicK. But don't deceive ourselves of reaching such an ambitious .. 
objective. Difficulties and problems are really- many <don't forget 
ufology is only a hobby for nearly all of us) and even the 
establishment of a standard database could be a valuable success. In 
fact, b�yond finding an unique program for a given machine, we should 
fix the structure of the database as a standard for ALL Kinds of 
(personal) computers. By this way an eventual exchange of data between 

two different machines via a suitable interface could be made much more 
ea , y. In It a ly we are trying a similar operation between a Commodore 64 
and a Apple II. Stor ed on the first -computer there are hundreds of 
cases gathered on a local - provincial - basis <it is a current ICUFOS 

project) : the aim is to transfer those data on a Apple II/e or /c, 
uher·e a b et ter software/hardware can allow some interesting analyses. 
Database progr·ams efll>loyed in both computers are nearly equal in 
structure, �o that there wouldn't be great difficulties in carrying out 
the exchange. We hope to present an article about this w orK on a next 
CUFON issue. 

I\OTES -

As regards the classification of events, besides using th e 
well-Know HyneK one <w ith a few ligh t changes, as employed in 
ITACAT and by several European UFO associations) , we would liKe to 
propose to insert further information. You Know that many CE 3 
show collateral effects as traces and E.M. effects or that some 
"nocturnal lights" seem to produce disturbances in anir�ls. Using 
our usual classification you aren't able to Know if a CE 3 has 
physical traces. Therefore it is necessary to insert a sort of 
simple "code• for supplying further information as : 

T = Tr·aces 

A = Animal disturbance 
E- = "ElectroMagnetic .• effects 
p = Physiological effects 
F = Photo or F i 1 m av a i 1 ab 1 e 

Mbreover a CE 2 or CE 3 or CE 4 followed by a •*• should remarK a 
case with out the perception of a real UFO phenomenon <as 
•mysterious• nests in cornfields or •bedroom visitors", when 
mentioned in relation with UFOs>. 
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Project u'FODATA 

Project UFO DATA 

Per Anders en, a w � l l -Know n D a n i s h  UFO res earch e r, 
h a s been educat ed as a compurter s cient is t a t  t h e  
Univers i t y o f  Aarh us : h e  is current l y  emp l oyed as 
an a s s i s t ing prof es s or at t h e  Comput i ng Ce nt e r  at 
t h e  Un i vers i t y of Copenh a g en, act ing as a 
cons u l t ant in t h e  fie l d of m i cro-comput ers . 
Anders en h as aut h ore d report s ,  d ocument s and 
nu me rous art ic l es o n  t h e  s u b ject of UFOs i n  
magaz i ne s  s uch a s  " UFO-Nyt •, •suFO I New s 1 et t e r •, 
•uFo Fors Kn i ng• and •scept i c a • . Among h i s 
act i vit i es ins id e S.U.F.O.I., h e  i s  l ead e r  of 
Project UFODATA wh i ch h and l es t h e  e l ect ronic d at a  
proces s ing of a l l Danis h UFO and IFO report s .  
The f o l l ow i ng paper was pres ent e d  at t h e  Firs t 
I nt ernat i on a l B.U.F.O.R.A. C ongres s i n  1979 
not w it h st and ing i t  i s  s even years -o l d ,  b ot h  Edit or 
and aut h or t h inK mos t i deas d eve l ope d at t h at t i me 
are s t i l l int eres t i ng and wort h t o  b e  pres ent ed t o  
CUFON readers . Aut h or ' s  addre s s  
Per Anders en K l ingseyvej 28 DK-2720 V a n l os e 
OEI'"'RK. 

1. WHAT IS THE REASON FOR USING ELECTRONIC DATA PROCESSING ? 

There are many ways of h ow t o  t ry t o  exp l ain t h e  UFO ph enome na . Among 
t h es e I t h inK t h a t t h e qua l it at ive and quant it at i ve ana l ys es mus t b e  
caref u l l y  cons i d ered and i n  t h e  fo l l ow ing t h e  d if f erence b et w ee n  t h e s e  
met h od s  wi l l b e  adumb rat ed. 

<A> Qua l i t a t ive ana l ys es 
Some of t h e  UFO prob l ems may be s o l ved by t h orough l y  s t ud ying s ome 
s e l e ct ed re port s t h at are cons ide red s i gniif icant , e . g .  s ome re l iab l e  
cl os e encount ers wh i ch can b e  s t ud i ed i n  great d et a i l .  Jonh G.Fu l l e r ' s 
b ooK on t h e  Bet t y  and Barne y Hi l l �s e  "Th e I nt errupt ed Journey • is an 
ex amp l e of s uch a qua l i t at i ve ana l ys is . Th e advant age of t h e  
qua l it at ive ana l ys i s  i s  t h at it may deepe n our Know l edge o f  t h e  
puzz l ing nat ure of t h e UFO ph enome na. O n  t h e ot h er h and on l y  rea l l y  
good report s can b e  us ed and qua l i f i ed f i e l d inves t i gat ors and 
i nt erv i ewe rs are required, i nc l ud i ng e xpert s wit h i n  t h e  f ie l d s of 

h ypnos i s , ph ys ics , s oc i o l ogy, ps yco l ogy, e t c  • • • • • •  

< B> Quant i t a t ive ana l ys e s  .l 
But a quant it at i i ve ana l ys is may b e  app l i ed w h ere t h e  u fo l og i s t worKs 
w i t h  �gre at amount of re port s .  The s ing l e re port wi l l on l y b e  
signi� i cant in s o  f ar as it f orms part of t h e  b a s i c  ma t erial .f or t h e  
t ot a l

-
ana l ys is . We may pref e r  t h i s  me t h od b ecaus e t h e re i s  no 

requireme nt of part icu l arl y good report s .  A l arge s ect ion of t h e UFO 
and IFO re port s can b e  us ed . In add it ion t o  t h i s  i t  is an advant age t o  
t h e  ab l e  t o  maKe a t ot a l  ana l ys is o f  t h e  UFO ph enome na t o  s h e d  ne w 
l igh t on genera l as pe ct s . Or it is pos s ib l e  t o  c l as s ify re p or t s  
according t o  ru l es of s i mi l arit y and div e rs if icat i on s o  t h at v arying 
pat t erns of UFO b eh aviour migh t b e  uncove re d .  This is wh e re t h e  
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Pro j e ct UFOD ATA 

e le �tro n i c  d ata p ro ce s s i n g  o f f e rs ma n y  i n te re s t i n g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a s  i t  
i s  e s p e c i ally s u i te d  f o r  t h e  an alys e s  o f  a gre a t  amou n t  .o f data . The re 
are als o p ro blems be cau s e  a go o d  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  s ys te m f o r th e 
co lle ctio n o f  re p o rts i s  re qu i re d; a t  t h e  s ame t i me th e q u a n t i ta�iv e 
an aly s e s  can be co s tly, e .g .  the e le ctro n ic d ata p ro ce s i n g .  
Bu t wh a t  are th e ad v a n t a g e  o f  us i n g  e l e ct ro n i c  data p ro ce s s i n g  i n  
co n n e ctio n w i th th e q u a n t i t at i ve a n aly s e s  o f  UFO a n  IFO re po rts?. We l l ,  
a s  f ar a s  I can s e e , t h e re are two s ubs t an t i a l  ad v an t a g e s . F i rs t o f  a l l 
th e re p o rts are e a s i ly acc e s i ble . W i th i n  s h o rt t i me  re p o rts o r  
cate g o r i es o f  re p o rts c a n  b e  mad e av a i lable , e .g .  s u p po s e  w e  w o u ld l iKe 
to ge t h o ld of al l th e D a n i s h  repo rts de s c r i b i n g  tw o o bje c ts ,  th e o n e  
gre e n  th e o t h e r  re d . Th i s m i g h t  be i n te re s t i n g  be cau s e  UFO e n co u n te rs 
o f  th is ty p e  be ar a l i Ke n e s s  w i th o bs e rv at i o n s  o f  o rd i n ary a i r-cra f t s . 
Un t i l n o w  i t  w o u ld h av e  be e n  rat h e r  time-co n s u m i n g to f i n d  th e s e  
re p o rts a s  all re p o rts s h o u ld be re ad be f o re th e re p o rts w i th th e s e  
ch aracte r i s t i cs co u ld be f o u n d . Su p p o s e  i n s t e ad th a t  al l D an i s h  re p o rts 
w e re co mp u te r i ze d, e .g. on p un ch cards , th e wo rK w o u l d  s o o n  be 
f in i s h e d . A co p y  o f  th e re p o rts i n  qu e s t i o n co u ld be p ro c u re d  i n  h a l f 
o r  o n e  ho u r!. Mos t o f  th e t i me w o u ld be s p e n t  wa i t i n g f o r th e 
in f o rma t i o n to be wr i t te n o n  t h e l i n e -p r i n te r .  Th i s  trn s c r i p s  o f  dat e ,  
e xact t i me ,  geo grap h i cal p o s i t i o n a n d  o t h e r p i e ce s o f  re l e v an t  
in f o rmat i o n  w o u ld be s u f f i c i e nt t o  f i n d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  re po rt s f ro m  th e 
arch iv e i n  a very s h o rt t i me. 
Se co n d ly: s tas t i s tics co u ld be e a s i ly wo rKe d o u t .  The adv an t a g e  i s  
cle arly s e e n  w h e n  co mp le x  an alys e s  mus t be carr i e d  o u t ,  e . g .  
cro s s -tabulat i o n s  w h e re t h e  u f o lo g i s t  wa n ts to f i n d  tha a n s w e r  to a 

qu e s t i o n  l i Ke ,  s ay, h o w  man y  o bs e rv a t i o n s  o f  a g i v e n  co lo r c o rre s p o n d 
t o  o bs e rv a t i o n s  o f  a g i v e n  s h ape . S o  w h a t is do n e  i s  th i s ,  two 
p ararr�t re s are cro s s e d  w i t h  t h e  re s u lt th at w e  w i ll Kn o w  h o w  man y 
re p o rt s  can be f o u n d  i n  e ve ry �os s i ble catego ry . If th i s  s h o uld be done 
man u ally i t  w o u  1 d be e xtre me 1 y time -c o nst�m i n g. But the comput er can do 
th is jo b in a h alf o r  a f ull ho ur when raports ar-e c ompu t er i ze d . Th e 
time ne cessary for ope ratin g the mac h ine taKes evan les s t i me. A l l i n  
all th e ele c tron ic en c o d in g  of reports i s  t i me-s a v i n g, a n d s tat i s t i cs 
c an eas ily be wo rKed ou t .  On t h e  o th e r h an d  i t  mus t be adm i tt e d  th a t  
these op e rati0ns are co s tly . It c a n  b e  d i f f i cu lt f o r  UFO o rg an i za t i o n s  
to f in d  th e e co n o m i c  re s o urce s t o  bu y o r  le a s e  t h e  re q u i re d  
co mp u te r-t i me, e tc . • • • • •  

Ho we v e r, it mus t be bo rn i n  m i n d t h a t th e u s e  o f  c o mp u te rs may als o 
h av e  s o me un f o rs e e n  i mp l i cat i o n s ,  e . g .  •m i s u s e  o f  e x ten s i v e  f i le s • o r  
•G IGO • (i.e . "Garbage In , Garbage o u t  •). I t  i s  t h e re f o re v e ry i mpo rtan t  

th a t  th o s e  i n  ch arge o f  th e elect ro n i cs data p ro ce s s i n g, pro g rammers , 
and s tatis t i c i an s  are co n s c i entio us a n d  meticu lo u s .  An o th e r  p roble m may 

be th at a n  incre a s i n g  n u mbe r of UFO o rgan i zat i o n s  s u dde n ly re a l i ze th e 
a d v an tage s a n d  th e n e ce s s i t y of co mp u ter i z i n g re p o rts s o  th at o n e  data 
ba n K_a f t e r o th e r  c ro p s  up all o ve r  th e w o r l d .  If w e  do n o t  p ay 
atte n t i o n to th i s  p ro ble m n o w ,  th e p ro ce s s i n g  o f  UFO a n d  IFO re p o rt s  -� 
w ill �e q u ite ch ao t i c  o n  an i n tern at i o n al l e v e l  a s  ma n y  u f o lo g i s t s  w i l l  
d o  s ame K i n d o f  wo rK, le t alon e th e r i s t  o f  d i f f e re n t  s ys te ms  be i n g  
ap p l-ie d f o r th e e le ct ro n i c  p ro ce s s i n g  o f  re p o rts . I s h a l  re turn t o  this 
p ro ble m late r. 
But. n.ow I s h all g i v e  a n  acco u n t  o f  th e de v e lo pme n t  o f  Scan d  in av i an UFO 
In f o rmatio n 's Pro j e c t  UFODATA - t h at i s  t h e  p ro je c t  f o r  t h e  e l e c t ro n i c  
d a t a  p ro ce s s i n g  o f  re p o rt s .  
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Project UFODATA 

3.  THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE PROJECT UFODATA. 

How in fact did the project start? What is the idea behind it? 
We ll, the project came into existence rather recently - a  few years ago 
(please remember the text was written in 1979 Editor>. Within the 
first years it was soon established - and we have - as far as I can see 
- achieved satisfactory results. In 1977 I became interested . in the 
potentiality of electronic processing of reports and I wrote some 
papers on the prospects of the data processing of UFO and IFO reports. 
The first bias called "The Storing and Input of Data" in which I 
discussed the expediency of coding and punching UFO reports. The second 
one was called •The Coding of UFO Reports" in which I described the 
parametres of that were t' be encoded and punched. In this paper a 
code-booK was adumbrated. The third and last one from 197 7 described a 
test-system �hich briefly deals with the facilities necessary for the 
electronic processing of reports. This blue-print showed how it was 
possible to select certain reports and worK out statistic analyses. The 
test-system consisted of an EDP programme for file-manipulations which 
I developed at the University of Arhus. 
In July 1977 I made a lectu.re titled •uFO Reports and Data Processing• 
at the UFO seminar in DenmarK. Then it was agreed to start the 
electronic data processing of reports and project UFODATA was commenced 
in fact. A few months later - in September 1977 Project UFODATA was 
officially started when I was elected member on the board of SUFO I as 
•a computer consultant •. The first job that had to be carried out by 

Project UFODATA was to clarify the thoughts and ideas concerning the 
code-booK and - at the next stage - to complete it. The 60-pages. booK 
was made avaible in January 1978 and has since been revised as there 
has been a demand for new codes or the existing codes have needed to be 
stated more exactly. But the code-booK was now ready and the encoding 
of the first reports could now be started. In February 1978 the first 
results of Project UFODATA was at hand. On the basis of this I wrote 
• The Time Law •. In this I dealt dealt with analyses of the time of day 
UFO's are observed. Originally I had in mind to develop the 
above-mentioned test-system into a programme proper which could be used 
for the data processing of UFO and IFO reports. In the beginning of 
1978 howe�er, I studied the SPSS system, i. e. •The Statistical PacKage 
for the Social Sciences• . This sociological/st�tistical electronic data 
proccessing system has found general use all over the world. It has 
been installed at the University of Arhus, were I have access to it. I 
soon realized the potential of this system because it contains the 
facilities to statistical analyses. In addition to this the existing 
encoding of UFO and IFO reports could fit in with the SPSS system 
without difficulty, so Project UFODATA did not hesitate to apply this 
comprehensive statistical system. 
All Danish reports from 1978 were the first ones to be coded and 
punched on punched cards and in March 1979 they were all completed. By 
then about 500 UFO and IFO reports had been encoded and punched. Today 
<1979

�
- Ed. ) we have reached about 700 reports. Five operators now worK 

for p�oject UFODATA, but more are being trained and the group may soon 
be extended to 10 persons. 

4. PROJECT UFODATA - THE CODING OF THE REPORTS. 

As mentioned Project UFODATA undertaKes to code and punch SUFO I's 
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Dan i s h  UFO an d IFO re po rt s . Mo s t  UFO o rg an i zat i o n s t h a t u s e  e l ec t ro n ic 
dat a pro ces s i n g  o m i t  t he IFO repo rt s ,  b u t  pro je ct UFODA�A en co d es t hes e 
as we ll . Be s i de s t h e  e xped i en cy o f  maKin g cr o s s -che cKs o f  UFO an d IFO 
repo rts, we ga i n  an in s i ght i n t o  ho w i de n t if i ab l e  f l yin g o b je ct s  l iKe 
a i r planes , plan e t s, meteo rs ar e pe rce i ved . 
The pr i mary mat er i a l i s  natu ral l y t h e  o rig i n a l  Dan is h  re po rt s . Mat e r i a l  
i nclud es ne�s cl i pp i n gs ,  repo rt s f ro m  t h e  UFO o rgan izat i o n s  i n  De n marK, 

e t c  . • . •  The re po rt s are t h e n  co de d a n d pu t o n  a d at a-s he e t  w h ich qu it e 
s i mp l y i s  a p i e ce o f  paper w i t h  a l i n e  f o r e ach-rep o rt an d a co l u mn f o r 
e ve ry paramet re t h at i s  co d e d . Fo r t h i s  pu rpo s e  t he co d e -b o o K  is u se d . 
The repo rts are l at er pun che d  o n  pu n che d card s o n  the b asis o f  t h e  
d at a-s he e t s . The pu n ch i n g  can b e  e it h e r  man u a l  o n  a Keyb o ard pu n c h  o r  
b y  i n put o n  a d i s play un i t  an d pu n ch e d  o n  a pu n chin g s t at i o n . The 
punched r epo rt s  co n st it u t es o u r d at a b an K . We l l ,  it is a pro b l e m w h e n  
r epo rt s are code d t hat we have t o  e st ab l i s h  w hat dat a w e  w an t  t o  
i n clud e i n  the co d i n g  an d w e  are o f t e n in a d i l e mma  b e c au s e  o n  t h e  o n e  
han d w e  wan t as much i n fo rmat i o n per r e po rt as po s s ib l e , o n  t h e  o t h e r 
h an d  w e  w an t  t o  co de as man y  repo rt s a s  po s s ib l e .  Th e i n e v it ab l e  
o u t co me o f  t h i s  i s , as a ru le, t hat we h av e  t o  l e a v e  o u t  s o me 
parametre s t ho u gh we f i n d  t he m  b o t h  d es i ra b l e  an d a pp l i cab l e . 
An o th e  d i le mma i s  wh eiher w e  s ho u l d  a i m  at co d i n g  i n f o rma t i o n  ab o u t  t h e  
ob s erve d  o b j e ct ,  o r  i n fo rmat i o n  a b o u t  t h e  o b s e rv e r  an d t h e  
c i rcumst ances at the en co un t e r, In o t he r  w or d s  i t  is a qu e st io n  w h et her 
we w an t  t o  put e mp h as i s  o n  a ph s yc a l  ex p l anat io n o f  t he UFO ph en o men a 
o r  o n  po s s i b l e  s o cio l o g i cal o r  ps ych o l o g ica l e xp l a n at io n s . The 
paramet res w e  app l y can b e  d i v i de d  i n t o  s o me ma i n c at e g o r i e s . They w i l l 
b e  s t at e d  b r i e f l y  i n  t he fo l l o w i n g  

I d e n t i f i cat i o n  : t h i s  i s  a n u mbe r o f  e l e v e n  f ig u re s  co n t ain in g 
e . g .  i n f o rma t io n ab o u t  t he year, t he mon t h , an d t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  
e n co u n t e r .  
Pl ace : the po s t a l  are a o f  t he s i t e  o f  t h e  e n co u n t e r .  
T i me : i n f o rmat i o n  ab o u t  h o w  e x act t he t ime o f  t he 
e n co u n t er i s  s t at e s . The t i me o f  t he en co u n t e r an d its du ra t io n . 
The Ob j e ct : u n de r t h i s  e n t ry a gre t man y paramet re o f  t he 
o b s e rved o b ject are e n co ded . If s e v er a l , w i d l e y  dif f e r i n g  o b j e c t s  are 
o b s e rve d ,  a se t o f  dat a f o r e ach g ro u p  o f  ide n t i c a l  o b je c t s  are c o d e d . 
Th e f o l l o w i n g  de t a i l s  are re gis t red; n u mbe r  o f  o b j e ct s , c o l o u r o f  
o b j e ct s ,  n at u re o f  l i ght rad i at i o n , s o u n d  e f f ect s, t h e  appe aran c e  a n d 
d i sappe aran ce o f  t he object - d i re ct i o n  o f  co mpas s ,  an d h e i ght o f  
an gle, an d po s s i b l e  a l t erat i o n s  o f  d i re ct i o n ,  a l t it u d e ,  a n d spe e d . 
C i rcu ms t an ce s  : a t wo -f i gu red co d e  ab o u t  w e a t he r  co n ditio n s  
d u r i n g  t h e  e n co u n t e r . 
The Ob s e r v e r : h i s  or h er age ,  s e x, e mp l o ymen t are e n co o d e d  
a n d t he n u u mbe r  o f  w i t n ess e s ,  a s  w e l l .  
Re f e re n ce : ref e re n ce s  are e n co d e d , t h at i s  t h e  ye a r  w h e n 
t h e  re port w as pu t d o w n ,  w h at f o rm o r  t ype o f  repo rt < i n c l u d i n g  a n o t e  .� 
i f  t h e  re po rt co mes f ro mm  an o t h e r  D a n i s h UFO o rg an izat i o n >  an d f i n a l l y  
i f  t he re po rt h as b e e n  re f e rre d t o  i n  o u r  ma g az i n e  • uFo-NYT• <UFO Ne w s >  
o r  i �  an o t h e r  UFO mag az i n e . 
C o mmen t s  : s pec i a l i n f o rma t io n  a bo u t  t h e  e n co u n t e r i s  
men t i o n e d  h e re . S o me  d et a i l s  are co n s i d e re d  rare , s o  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  
n e ces s ary t o  maKe part i cu l ar paramet re s t o  c o v e r  t he m . S u c h  d e t ai l s are 
c o de d u n de r t h i s  cat e g o ry .  Un de r t h is e n t ry t h e  t ype o f  t h e  e n c o u n t e r 
c a n  b e  s t at e d  < e . g . • c l o s e  e n co u n t e r • )  a n d s pe c i a l  c h ar a c t e r i s t i c s  e . g .  
o b s e rva t i o n  o f  U f o n au t s  o r  EM e f f e ct s  <e l e ct ro mag n e t ic e f f e c t s > o f  
v a r i o u s  K i n d s . 
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St r�n gen es s : i f  t he f i e l d i n v es t igat o r  co me s  a cro s s  cert ain 
pecu l i ar i t i es i t  w i l l  b e  d ea l t w i t h  u n d er t h i s  cat ego ry •. S t ran gen ess is 
co ded by degree: t he s ca l e go es fro m 0-9 ,  0 in d icat es "m i s sin g •  
<u n Kn o wn s t ra n gen ess ) whereas •1 • me ans t he l o wes t d egree o f  
s t ra n gen es s  a n d  • s • t he h i ghes t . There is n o  f i xed s ca l e t o  det ermin e 
t he d egree o f  s t ran gen ess : it is u p  t o  f ie l d i n v es t igat o r's j udgeme n t  
t o  d o  s o .  
Re l i ab i l i t y  : t h e degree o f  re l iab i l it y  i s  an ex press io n o f  
h o w much t h e  a cco u n t  o f  t he en co u n t er can be t ru s t ed. Did it in f act 
t aKe place t he way we were t o l d  it d id?. A l l t h e f u l l n u mbers f ro m  0-9 
are app l i ed were "0" i n d icat es " mis s i n g "  <u n Kn o wn re l ia b i l it y ) ,  " I • t h e  
l o wes t degree o f  re l i a b i l i t y e . g. a n  u nverif i ed n o t i ce in a n ewspaper ­
an d • s •  t he h i ghes t d egree o f  re l iab i l ity. LiKe t h e  d egree o f  
s t ran gen es s ,  t he degree o f  re l ia b i l i t y  i s  det erm i n ed b y  t he f ie l d 
i n v es t i gat o r .  There i s  n o  f ixed s ca l e. Ho wewer, t here a re cert ain 
d i l"ect i v es t h at mus t be o b s e!"ved when det ermin i n g t h e degree o f  
s t !"an genes s an d the d egree o f  re l iab i l it y. Th es e are t h e  parame t res 
t h at are us ed when an y repo rt i s  co ded b y  pro ject UFODATA. The co d in g  
o f  UFO an d I FO repo rt s i s  b asica l l y  t h e s ame .  

5. PROJECT UFOOA TA - THE PROCESS I NG  OF REPORTS. 

Pro j ect UFODATA u s es t h e  SPSS sys t em f o r  t he pro ces s in g  o f  UFO an d I FO 
repo rt s .  SPSS i s  an a b rev i a t i o n  o f  " S t at i s t i cca l PacKage f o r  t h e  So cia l 
S c i en ces • an d i t  is a sys t em f o r  e l ect ro n i c  d at a  pro ces s in g  es pecia l l y  
app l i cab l e  fo r t h e depart me n t s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  s cien ces a t  u n i v ers it i es 
an d s i m i l ar in s t i t u t i o n s  a l l o v er t h e  wo r l d .  Th e SPSS s ys t em was 
o r i gin a l l y  dev e l o ped in t he USA. Bu t h as a l s o  b een pu t in t o  u s e  i n  man y 
co un t r i es o ut s i de t he USA, e . g. in Eu ro pe. Th e s ys t em is v ery 
co mprehen s i v e  and o ff ers man y  po s s i b i l it i es f o r  t h e pro ces s i n g  of dat a .  
The ma i n  pu rpo s e  o f  it wh en g i v en a certain ammou n t  o f  d at a  o n  a 
cert a i n f o rmat - i s  t o  carry o u t  s o c i a l st at i s t ic a n a l ys es o f  t h e giv en 
mat er i a l .  The an a l y ses ext en d f ro m  rat h er s imp l e  o n es, e.g . frequ en cy 
t a b l es ,  cro s s - t a b u l at i o n s  wit h  ch i-s q u are-t es t s  o r  s cat t ergrams t o  
ad v an ced s t at i s t i ca l  t es t s . As t h e  SPSS s ys t em co n t ain s a l l t h e  
f ac i l i t i es t ha t  are requ ired by a pro j ect l i Ke Pro j ect UFOOATA, it was 
n at u ra l  t ha t  we st a t ed t o  u s e  t h i s  syst em . Th e pro ces sin g o f  UFO a n d  
I FO repo rt s i s  a t wo -s t aged o pera t i on .  T o  begin w i t h a so -ca l l ed SPSS 

s ys t em f i l e  is made, a n d  t hen l at er t h e act u a l  a n a l ys es o f  t h e mat er i a l  
i s  carl"ied o u t ,  an d result s are prin t ed o u t . Th e dat a n eces s ary f o r 

maK i ng a s ys�em f i l e  a re made u p  by t wo t y pes . First o f  a l l t h e  s ys t em 
mus t b e  f ed w i t h  t he mat er i a l t hat is go i n g t o  b e  an a l ys ed . I n  t h is 
cas e we have t he man y  UFO an d I FO repo rt s o n  pu n ch ed card s .  The repo rt s 
mus t .h av e  a cert a i n f o rmat in o rd er t o  b e  pro ces s ed b y  t h e SPSS s ys t em, 
e.g. i t  i s  a co n d i t i o n  t hat t h e  mas s o f  dat a is s o -cal l ed q u ad ran gu l ar ·� 

- t h �t i s  t he mat er i a l mus t b e  made u p  b y  a d ef i n i t e  n u mb e r o f  repo rt s 
wh i ch aga i n  mus t b e  ma d e  u p  b y  a def in it e n u mber o f  s o -ca l l ed 
pa!"a�t l"es wh ere e a ch o f  t h em may b e  g i v en cert a i n  v a l u es . A parame t re 
c a n  b e  t h e  dat e o r  t h e  n u mber o f  o b j ect s an d t h e  parame t res we u s e  a re 
men t ro n ed ab o v e. 
A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  mat er i a l  t o  b e  pro ces s ed t h e s ys t em requ ir e s man y  p i eces 
o f  i n f o rma t i o n  ab o u t  e, g, t h e  co n s t it u en t parametres . Th es e e x it s  as 
pu n ch ed card s w i t h  wh i ch t h e s y s t em is f ed. Th is is t h e o t h er K i n d  o f  
dat a. Th e SPSS s ys t em i s  t h en f e d  w i t h  t hese t wo t ypes o f  d at a  an d t h i s  
r es u l t s i n  t h e  s o -ca l l ed SPSS sys t em f i l e .  Th e f i l e  co n tain s t h e d at� 
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o r  mat e r i a l  "th at i s  "to be a n a l � s e d  an i n fo rmat i on ab ou t i t s  s t u c t u re . 
Ho w ev �r, i t  is pos s i b l e  t o  h av e  v ar i ou s  s t at i s t i ca l  a n a l � s e s  pr i n t e d  
o u t  w h i l e  t h e  s � s t e m  f i le i s  b e i n g  ma d e . We n ow h av e  a s � s t e m-f i l e  t h at 
i s  pe rman e n t  1 y i n  t h e  compu t e r  an d i t  i s  n or-mal l �  n o t  n e ce s s ar� t o  
i n pu t t h e  pu n ch e d  cards on ce aga i n . On t h e  bas is o f  t h i s  s � s t e m f i l e  
ma n �  an a l y s e s can be made . If th e u fo l oog i s t  w an t s  t o  maKe s ome 
s "ta "t i s "t i ca l  an a l � s e s  o f  t h e  re po rt s i n  t h e  s � s t e m-f i l e , t h e n  h e  fe e d s  
t h e  SPSS w i t h  t h e  s � s t e m  f i l e  a l on g  w i t h  in format i o n a b ou t  t h e  
re q u es t e d  ana l � s e s . The i n format i on can b e  s u pp l ie d i n  t w o  w a � s . On e 
w ay of do i n g  "th i s  i s  to w r i t e  o n  t h e  format re que s te d  b �  th e SPSS 
s � s t e m  o n  e . g . pun ch e d  card s . The s e  dat a can b e  cal l e d  job -in format i on 
or Jo b-cards . Toge t h e r w i t h  t h e  s �s t e m  f i l e  th e job-cards are fed i nt o  
t h e  SPSS s ys t e m  an d th e a n a l � s e s is made . The ot h er w ay of do i n g  i t , i s  
t o  app l y t h e  job -ge n era t or I h ave dev e lope d. The job gen e r a t or i s  a 
program t h�t as Ks q u est ion s abou t "the reque s t ed analyses; t h e  o u t pu t  of 
t h i s  programme supp l i es t he abov e ment ion e d  job-cards au t omat i ca l l � . 
Tog et h e r w i t h  t h e  s y s t e m f i l e  t h e s e  j ob-cards are s u pp l i e d  i n  a l i Ke 
man ner as before t o  t h e  SPSS s � s t em .  
The adv an t age o f  app l y i n g  t h e  j ob -g e n e rat o r  i s  t h at w e  d o  n o t  h av e  t o  
t ro u bl e w i t h  t h e fo rmat re qu i red b� t h e . SPSS s � s t e m .  In s t e ad t h e  
j ob -ge n e rat or j u s t  re qu i re s  t h e  ope rat or t o  an s we r  s ome v e r� s i rr� l e 
qu e s t i o n s . The job -ge n e rat or w i l l  au t o mat i ca l l �  t ran s cr i b e  t h e  
i n for-mat i on i n t o  t h e re qu i red SPSS forma t . As t h e  j ob -g e n e rat o r  can b e  
operat e d  be someo n e  w h o  i s  not f a m i  1 i ar· w i t h  t h e  forma t of t h e  SPSS 
sys t e m, i t  e n ab l e s t he u fo l og i s t  w i t h ou t  much compu t e r ex pe r i e n c e  t o  
maKe ana l � s e s  o f  report s .  But i t  i �  an ad v an t age e v e n  t o  t h os e  w h o  are 
fam i l i ar w i t h  t h e  SPSS s � s t e m as t h e  u s e  of t h e  j ob -g e n e rat o r  w i l l  
m i n i m i ze t h e  r i s K  o f  maK i n g  m i s t aKe s ·w h e n  "th e format i s  w r  i "tt e n . 
Co n s e qu e n t l y  re ru n s  can be av o i de d . Whe t h e r, h o w e v e r, w e  d e c i de t o  u s e  
th e jo b-gene rat o r  or t o  u s e  "th e j ob -cards dire ct l y  t h e  o u t pu t  of t h e  
ru n w i l l  be a s e t  of s t at i s t i c a l  a n a l ys e s . This can b e  s i mp l e t ab l e s of 
fre qu e n cy or cro s s -t abu l a t i on s  e t c. Bu t ot h e r  t h a n s t a t i s t i ca l  a n a l ys e s  
can be made ,  e .g .  i t  i s  po s s i b l e t o  l ooK fo r ce rt a i n re po rt s  or g ro u ps 
of repo rt s an d i "t  i s  i n  as s e t  t o  t h e  SPSS s ys t em that i s  prat i ca l  i n  
co n n e ct i o n  w i t h  t h e  proce s s i n g  o f  UFO an d IFO re port s .  S o  "th e SPSS 
s � s t e m-f i l e  i s  n o t  on l y  th e b as i s  of t h e  s t at i s t i ca l  a n a l � s e s , b u t  i t  
i s  a l s o  an e ff i c i e n t  e l e c t ro n i c  re po rt -f i l e  - o r  dat a ban K s o  t o  s ay 
we re t h e  re po rt s  can be fou n d  w i t h o u t  d i ff i cu l t � w h e n  th e �  are n e e de d . 

S. RESULTS . 

Scan d i nav i an UFO In format i on h as ach i e v e d  s o me s at i s fac"to r� re s u l t s 
s i n ce Pro je c t  UFODATA s t art e d  t h e  e l e ct ro n ic dat a pro c e ss i n g  o f  Dan i s h  
re po rt s . As men t i on ed b e fo re ,  w e  h av e  a b ou t  700 UFO a n d  IFO re po rt s  i n  
o u r  d at a  ban K . Ev e n  i f  i "t  i s  ra t h e r s ma l l c o mp are d "to o t h e r d at a  b an K s  
i n  t h e  �o rl d - e . g .  UFOCA T  i n  t h e  USA < - a s t range q u e s t i o n  : w h e re i s  

t h i s  famou s UFOCAT at pre s e n t ? - E d . )  - our d at a  b an K  i s  g o od e n ou g h  
fo r maK i n g  t h o ro u g h  an a l ys e s  an d s t u d i e s  o f  Dan is h re port s .  • The T i me 

� 
Law • w as "th e f i rs t  bo o K  ( pu b l i s h e d i n  1978) "th a t  was pu b l i s h e d  as t h e  
re s u l t  o f  Pro j e ct UFODATA•s e ffo rt s . It con t a i n s an ana l � s i s  of t h e  
t i me-o �-d ay d i s t r i bu t i o n  o f  D a n i s h  UFO e n co u n t e rs an d i t  i s  an at t e mpt 
t o  f i n d t h e  an s w e r t o  t h re e qu e s t i o n s : 

1) What is t h e  t i me-o f -day 
e n co u n t e rs ? 

d i s t r i bu t i o n  o f  t h e  Dan i s h  
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2> Is t h i s  i n  acco rdan ce w i t h  fore i gn an a l � s es l i Ke t h e  an a l ys es 
u n dert aKen by e .g . Jaqu e s  Va l l ee ? 
3 )  Can t h i s  t i me -o f-day d i s t r i bu t i on be as cr i bed t o  t h e  cau s e  of 
n at u ra l  fact o rs ? 

There s eems t o  be a s t ron g i n d i cat i on t h at t h e  Dan i sh dat a su pport 
i n t ern at i o n a l t h eo r i es i n  t h i s  fie l d an d t h at cert a i n  ch aract er i st i cs 
can n o t  be exp l a i n ed as t h e resu l t of so-ca l l ed •n at u ra l  fact ors •. It i s  
h ard t o  f i n d a n atura l exp l an at i on t o  t h e s econ dar� max i mum o f  
frequen c� at 3.30 i n  t he mo rn in g. Proj ect UFODATA h as ach i eved o t h er 
res u l t s  i n  t he prev i ous years w i t h in i n t ern at i on a l  co-o perat i o n .  Arou n d  
t h e w o r l d t here are i n d i v i du als or groups wh o wo rK w i t h  e l ect ro n ic dat a  ,. 

proces s i n g  of report s an d it i s  on l �  n at u ra l  t h at t h es e pers o n s  <wh o 
can be con s idered s pec i a l i s t s > t ry t o  get t o u ch w i t h  o n e  an ot h er . 
Proj ect UFOOATA i s  i n  con t act w i t h s o me  o f  t h es e  gro u ps ,  e.g . in 
Sweden , Be l g i um, En g l an d, an d USA (do you Kn o w  t h em? - Ed . ) . Th e w h o l e  
prob l em of in t ern at i o n a l  co-operat i on of t h e  e l ect ro n ic dat a pro ces s i n g  
of UFO an d IFO report s i s  a mat t er I s h a l l ret u rn t o  i n  t h e co n c l u d i n g  
r�marKs .  But wh at i s  t h e  fu t u re of Pr i ject UFODATA ?. The an s wer t o  
t h i s  prob l em can be s ummed u p  i n  f i ve po i n t s : 

1> We w i l l  ex t en d  t h e  n u mber o f  act i ve o p e rat o rs i n  Pro j ect UFODATA 
i n  order t o  ext en d t h e  capac i t y of t h e project as a w h o l e .  

2> Proj ect UFODATA wi l l con t i n u e t o  compu t er i ze Dan is h UFO an d IFO 
report s i n  a grow i n g n umber. 
3) We w i l l con t i n ue t o  s t u dy t he t h eo ret i ca l  s i de o f  t h e  e l ect ron i c  
dat a proces s in g  o f  repo rt s .  
4) We w i l l pub l is h  bo o Ks an d pape rs o n  an d abo u t  Pro ject UFODATA an d 
t h e  re s u l t s we h av e  ach i ev ed . 
5) We w i l l  furt h er en gage i n  t h e i n t ern at i o n a l  co -o perat i o n  o f  t h e  
EDP of repo rt s .  Pro ject UFODATA w i l l e x t e n d  i t s  co n t act s w i t h  UFO 
organ i z at i o n s  an d grou ps i n  ot her co u n t r i es an d part i c i pat e i n  
i n t ern at i on a l  grou ps, meet i n g an d con feren ces . 

8. THE FUTURE OF I�ITER��T I ONAL CO-OPERAT ION . 

F i n a l l y  I s h a l l d i s cu s s  s ome o f  t h e  pro b l ems in co n n e ct i o n  wit h 
i n t ernat i o nal co-operat i on o f  t h e  el ect ro n i c  dat a  pro ce s s i n g  o f  t he 

repo rt s .  What i s  t h e i n t e rn at i o n a l  s i t u at i o n  co n ce rn i n g  t h e  u s e  of 
compu t e rs for t h e proces s i n g  of report s ? 8� an d l arg e t h ere are t h ree 
grou ps of pers o n s  wh o are i n t eres t ed i n  t h is s u bje ct : 

1) Th ere are th os e w h o  wo rK ou t co mpu t er fi l es 
Th i s  . i s  w h at Pro j e ct UFODATA does . 
2) ·Th ere are t h o s e  w h o  w o rK ou t f i l es for a l l 
e.g . t h e  amer i can dat a ban K  UFOCAT .  

fo r l o ca l report s .  

acce s s i b l e report s ,  

3 )  �Th ere are t h os e  w h o  are i n t ere s t e d  i n  dat a  proce s s in g  o f  UFO an d 
IFO �'po rt s ,  bu t w h o  h av e  n o t  s t art ed t h e  prat i ca l  wo rK y et .  

I t h i n K i t  is n e ce s s ary t o  fo cu s  o n  t h e  act i v i t i e s  o f  t h o s e i n  t he 
s e co n d g rou p w h o  wo rK w it h  a compu t er f i l e  fo r a l l acces s i b l e re po rt s .  
Fo r man y y ears e x t en s ive ce n t ra l  dat a ban Ks h av e  be e n  co n s i dered t h e  
mos t pro f i t ab l e amon g co mpu t er ex p e rt s . I n  ma n y  co u n t r i e s  ex t e n s i ve 
d at a  ban Ks , co n t a i n i n g  in fo rmat i o n  abo u t  t h e  po pu l at ion , h av e  be en · 
e s t ab l i s h e d . I t  is pro bab l y du e t o  t h is g en e ra l  t re n d  o f  es t ab l is h in g  

CUFON 3 12 

i' · • 



Project UFODATA 

extensive data banKs that ufologists have expressed the desiderability 
of naving data banKs with information about most UFO eocounters from 
all over the world. As long as only a few ufologist have been occupied 
with the electronic data processing of reports, it has been reasonably 
enough to establish one big data banK with so many reports from the 
world as possible. But today things have changed. So many groups and 
individuals are worKing with computerizing reports that I consider the 
establishment of more international data banKs to be unnecessary at the 
moment. There are some big disadvantages of the worK that is done at 
the big data banKs. I shall mention a few of negative sides. First of 
all there are many ufologists who indipendently of one another atter�t 
to worK out data banKs of UFO encounters from all over the world. 
However, this is not only a waste time, as a group in Belgium might 
encode exactly the same reports as a group in the USA, but what is 
worse the consequence might be that the very same report can be encoded 
in different ways. One thing is that half the worK done by these two 
indipendent groups is superflous another thing is that the same report 
is encoded differently in the two data banKs. The latter can be a minor 
catastrophe as it can be difficult to determine whether it is the same 
UFO encounter in question. · 
Another disadvantage is thet some computerized information is not 
based on the original reports. I have e. g. heard that some of the 
reports in the american data banK UFOCAT come from UFO magazines. So 
the data banK contains information of UFO encounters that are not based 
on first hand accounts : consequently we cannot tell for sure whether 
some or many details have been lost or distorted. Neither the computer 
scientist nor the ufologist can be satisfied with this. These are some 
of the disadvantages of the big international data banKs containing 
information of UFO encounters from all over the world. It is, however, 
interesting to note that now there is a general tendency among computer 
experts to avoid the big central data banKs and they seem to be more 
and more in favour of decentralized computer with smaller data banKs. 
The reason for this is e.g. that the great data banKs are difficult to 
operate and hard to survey. I thinK it would be advisable to follow 
this trend as regards the data processing of reports. I thinK it would 
be an advantage if UFO and I FO reports were encoded on smaller and 
decentralized computers instead of the bigger ones. A decentralized 
encoding should be carried out by various UFO organizations and groups 
around the world so that each is responsible for its own area. The 
encoding of reports could be co-ordinated through international 
co-operation and there could be a profitable exchange of ideas and 
data. There is much to be said for the decentralized encoding in local 
data banKs : 

t> we can be sure that the decentralized encoding will be carried 
out by ufologists with local Knowledge and experience. In tthis way it 
is po�sible to avoid the risK of distortion which might be the � 
inevitable result if the reports is encoded in a centralized data banK 
by people without the necessary bacKground. 
2> �he encoding will be based on the original reports and not on the 
basis of 2nd or 3rd hand information from UFO magazines. The advantage 
is quite evideni. 
3> we can be sure that ihere will be a more extensive geogrephical 
coverage. This means ihat the total number of different reports will be 
bigger. This is due to the faci that it will normally be difficult for 
the centralized data banK to manage the encoding of all reports within 
a certain area. The local organization or group will find it easier to 
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overcome this problem. 
4> the decentralized data banKs gives better conditions for 
statistical research. It will be difficult for local ufolog ists to maKe 
statistical analyses of the reports at a big centralized data banK, but 
the decentralized data banK offers good opportunities for doing 
research within the local area, and it will be easy to acquire material 
from nearby data banKs. Of course it will be difficult to get access to 
reports from distant countries, and it will be difficult to maKe 
analyses of the total material from all countries. 

These are some of the advantages and disadvantages of centralized and 
decentralized data banKs containing UFO and IFO reports. � opinion is, 
though, that a comparison will show that we will benefit more from the 
decentralized encoding and the decentralized data-files. But in order 
to be �ble to maKe a decentralized collection and coding of reports the 
follot11ing roost be observed 

1> it is necessary that there are UFO organizations or groups in as 
many countries as possible so that local data banKs can be set up. As 
far as I can see, this is possible <now the situation seems a little 
different - Ed. >. 
2> it is necessary that the UFO organizations can establish a 
consistent terminology and a set of definitions and classifications. In 
other words •we must learn to speaK the same languag e• ! 
3 )  it is necessary that we attempt to establish universal criteria 
and a system of encoding, so that it is possible to exchange data and 
maKe joint analyses. 
4) it is necessary to ensure reasonable possibilities for the 
exchange of information, experience and data about the worK within this 
field. 
All in all : it is des iderabl e and �ecessary to extend international 
co-operation within the field of enc�ding and _processing of UFO and IFO 
reports. I suggest that an international group for data-interested 
ufologists is set �:p. This is certainly one way of ensuring efficient 
international co-op�ration. If a g roup of ufologists is set up there 
will be several ways in which it could worK. One of the ways is what we 
could call a centralized solution. The groups' main worKing area will 
be to collect and distribute material and information about the data 
processing of UFO and IFO reports. Further it w ill be responsible for 
p�ssing on data from various report files of the associated 
organizations and groups. Every organization will be currently informed 
(e. g. through a Kind of news-letter) by the central international group 
which will undertaKe international co-ordination. Some of the countries 
that might be interested in a international worK of this Kind are 
Belgium, Spain, Italy, DenmarK, Sweden, USA, England and France. The 
advantage of this centralized structure is its efficiency and 
relia�ility that is, if the cantral group is reliable. On the other 
hand it requires that a group can be set up and that it will undertaKe 
the responsibility of collecting and distributing the material. An 
alter�tive solution for the setting up of an international g roup of of 
data-interested ufologists could be a decentralized structure where 
each organization communicate from one to the other throug h a circle. 
The advantage is that a central g roup is not needed. And this will no 
doubt be time-consuming . On th other hand there are some drawbacKs: 
the system is rather vulnerable as every linK in the chain may delay 
the circulation of material. Mbreover it will taKe quite a long time 
before all the associated organizations ang g roups have received the 

CUFON 3 1 4  

. .. 



Pr o je c t  UFOOATA 

ma-te r ia l in c ir c u l a-t i o n .  The c e n t r a l ize d s 1r u c 1u r e  is pr e f e r ab l e if it 
is "f e a s ib l e , t h a t  is . Apar t f r o m  u n d e r t aK i n g  c o n t ac t  amon g t h a  
in 1e r e s 1ed UFO ass o c ia t io ns ,  t h e  g r o u p co u l d  ar r an g e  mee t in g s ,  
c o n f e r en c e s ,  w o r K-g r o u ps a n d s e m i nar s .  Th e s e  me e t i ng s  a n d  t h e  c u r r e n t  
c o n t ac t  c o u l d  c o nt i nu e t h e  e xc h ang e o f  i de as a n d  in f o r mat io n  t h at h av e  
t aKe n pl a c e  du r ing t h e  c o ng r e s s .  

I h o pe t h at t h e  t h o ug h -ts a b o u t  a n  int e r n a t i o n a l  g r o u p wil l b e  s e r io u s l y  
c o n s id e r e d  a n d dis c u s s ed and t h at we s h a l l s e e  t h e  s e t t ing u p  o f  a 
g r o u p f o r  t h e  int e r n a t i o n a l  c o d i ng an d dat a pr o c e s s ing o f  UFO a n d  I FO 
r epo r t s . 

Pe r An de r s en 

.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.······························································································· ··································································'·'·*•'····················-·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·.·. ·.·.·.·.· 

IMPO RTANT NO TICE 

Pl e as e  n o t e  t h a t t h e  o l d  Ce nt r o  Uf o l og ic o Nazio na l e  <C . U . N.> is 
pr a c t ica l l y  def u n c 1:ed due fo ins ide s t r u g g l e s c aus e d  by a sma l l g r o u p 
o f  pe o p l e mor e int e r es t e d  in b u r e ac r ac y  an d c h a t -te r s  t h an in a c t iv e  UFO 
r e s e ar c h .  Near l y  a l l t h e  membe r o f  t h at o rg an i zat i o n  (n o w  e xis t in g  o n l y 
as a name> ar e pas s ed i n  a ne w r e ce n t l y  foun d ed o ne .  I 1:  is t h e  I t a l ia n  
Cen t e r  f o r  UFO St u d i es ,  i n c l u d i ng a l l l eading I t a l ia n  u fo l o g i st s  : it s 
c h ie f  aims are UFO r es e ar c h  an d c ir c ul a t io n  o f  inf o r ma t io n  amon g 
u f o l o g is t s  and s i mp l e  amat eu r s .  Wit h o u -t  any d o u b t ,  I . C.U.F.O . S .  is t h e 
b ig g e s t  I t a l ian a s s o c ia t i o n, w it h  me rrbe r s  i n  a l l o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y  an d 
h u g e  amou nt s o f  ma t e r ia l  and d o c u men t s .  I t  wi l l pu b l is h  a ne w b r an d  
f in e  UFO mag azine <w i t h  de t ai l e d  En g l ish an d Fr e n c h  a b s -tr ac t s >  whic h 
fir s t  i s s u e  w i l l c o me o u t  ar o u n d  Ma�-Ju n e  1988. Fo r a n y  e xc h an g e  o f  
mag azine or c o r r e s po nd e n c e , p l e as e  c o n t ac t  ICUFOS f o r e ign l iasio n 
s e cr et ar·y : 

Edo ar do Ru s s o  Co r s o  V.Emanu e l e  108 I-10121 To r in o  I TALY 

I ns id e t h e  Ce nt e r  "th er e is R.U.C. <Re t e  Uf o l o g ic a  Co mp u t e r izzat a, i . e . 
Co mp u t e r  UFO Net wo r K), a su b-as so c ia t io n  o f  a l l member s  <mor e "th a n  
"th ir t y, a t  momen t >  h avin g a pe r so n a l /h o me c o mp �t e r . Aims o f  t h e  Ne t wo r K  
- n o t  l tn Ked v ia modem - ar e many, b u t  "two a r e  par t i c u l a r !� impo r t ant 
at moment : 
[ 1 l t o  g o  o n  s t o r i n g  t h e  I t a l ian l o c a l  UFO c as u is t r y  o n  c o mpu t e r 

u s ing a c o mmon d a t ab as e  pr o g r am .  
r 2 l t o  pr e par e "te xt s f o r  I CUFOS ma g az i ne by a c o mmon wo r d -pr o c e s so r 
<•E a s y Sc r ipt • f o r  C-84, •Ho mewo r d • f o r  App l e I I >. By t his way we can 
s a v e  c o mpo s in g c h ar g es a n d  g iv e  a more pr o f e ss io n a l  l o o K  t o  the 
mag azine . 
A f ur th e r  aim is "th e pr e par a t io n  o f  f i l e s r e l at i n g  t o  misc e l l an e o u s  UFO 
mat e r ia l  t o  b e  made avai l abl e t h r o u g h  t h e  f u -tu r e  Bu l l e -tin Bo a r d  
Ser v ice . Unf o r t u n at e l y i t s  e s t ab l ish men t i s  l at e  : we hav e n't r e c e iv e d  
t h e  s �i1ab l e s o f t war e f r o m  o u r  U S  f r ie nd s  y e t . 
R.U.C. i s  c o mp l e t e l y  u nf o r ma l  : a s s o c iat i o n is f r e e  o f  c h ar ge a n d  
membe r �  r e c e ive a Bu l l e t in .  Th e  o n l y c o nd i t io n  t o  b e  a membe r i s  s imp l e 
: it i s  ne c e s s a r y  t o  c o n t r ib u t e  a c t iv e l y  w i t h  t h e  Net wo r K's wo r K s  a n d 
t h is i nv o l v e s  a minimum l imit e d  e f f o r -t .  
News a b o u t  R.U.C. <d i r e c t e d  b y  Mau r izio Ve r g a) wi l l be pu b l is h e d in s id e  
CUFON f r o m t ime t o  t ime. 
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A p r o g r a m � o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  

Se r g i o  B i an c h i & 
Lu i g i D i  Ru z z a  

Bo t h  au t h o r s  ar e y o u n g  I t a l i an r e s e ar c h e r s  an d 
f o u n d e r s  o f  G . S . E . , a l o c a l  UFO g r o u p h av i n g  s e at 
a t  Cas s i n o , n e ar Ro me . Th e i r  r e mar K ab l e  s e r i o u s  
ac t i v i t y  < i t i s  e n o u g h  t o  me n t i o n n Pr o j e c t  
C ar t e s i o u ,  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  l o n g  s u r v e y  ab o u t  h o w  t o  
f ac e  a n  e v e n t u a l  w a v e  o f  UFO s i g h t i n g s ) i s  n o w  
o r i e n t e d  t o w ar d s  t h e  ap p l i c a t i o n s  o f  p e r s o n a l /h o me  
c o mp u t e r s  i n  u f o 1 o g >' : t h e  E .  D .  A .  p r o  g r· am i s  a 
c l e ar e x amp l e .  we h o p e  t o  r e a d  s o � n o t h e r  
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h e m  o n  t h e  p ag e s  o f CUFON . 

• E l ab o r az i o n  O a t i Av v i s t ame n t o n ,  i n  a w o r d E . O . A .  ( o r S . D . P .  
S i g h t i n g  Dat a Pr o c e s s i n g  i n  En g l i s h ) ,  i s  a s h o r t p r o g r am f o r  
Co mmo d o r  64 d e v e l o p e d  b y  G . S . E .  ' s  Re c o r d S � c t · o n \ a  g r o u p  f o r  UFO 

r e s e ar c h , w h i c h  h as i t s  c h i e f  s e a t i n  Cas s i n o - i t a l ;' )  t o c a l c u l a t e  
s e v e r a l  p ar ame t e r s  an d d a t a  c o n c e r· n  i n g  .; u p p o s e d  UFO s i g h t  i n g s . 
Mo r e  e x ac t l y  w e  t r i e d  t o  maK e f as t  t h e  ma t h e ma t i c a l o p e r a t i o n 
t h at g e n e r a l l y  b as e  t h e ms e  1 v e s  o n  s i  il'f> 1 � g e o me t r i c a l an d 
t r i g o n o me t r i c a l r e l at i o n s . F o r  t h e  ab o v e -me n t i o n e d  r e as o n  t h e  p r o g r am 
c an ' t  b e  u t i l i z e d  f o r  e v e r y  s i gh t i n g , b u t  n l >'  f o r  t h o s e  c ase s h av i n g  
qu i t e  p r e c i s e  i n f o r ma t i o n  ab o u t  t h e  p l ac e  w h e r e t h e  p h e n o me n o n  w as 
p e r c e i v e d . F o r  i n s t an c e , c as e s  w h e r e i t  i s  o s .; i b l e  t o  ac u i r e  t h e  
ab o v e -me n t i o n e d  e x t i mat i o n  b y  t r i an g u l a t i o n � , o r  c o n s i d e r i n g  

d at a -p o i n t s  s u c h  a s  a mo u n t a i n , a b u i l d i n g , a t r a �  ar. d .; o  o n . 
Par t i c u l ar l y ,  E . O . A .  i s  p l an n e d  t o  � a l c u l a t �  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

p ar ame t e r s : 

A - UFO REAL S I Z E S  

8 - U F O  APPARENT S I Z E S  

C - A I R D I STHNCE UFO - W I TNESS 

D - TERRE S TR I AL D I STANCE UFO - W I TNESS 

E - UFO HE 1 GH T  FROM THE GROUI\D nl'll I TS EVENiUHL nSCENT OR DESCENT 
F - UFO SPEED 

G - SPACE COVERED BY THE UFO 
H - D I STANCE OF THE HOR I Z ON L I NE 

I - Z EN I TH ,,. LE 

L - V I SUAL rl� LE COVERED BY THE UF O 
M - CRED I B I L I TY COEFF I C I ENT 

N - P�OBAB 1 L I TY/S TRANGE • £ S S  COEFF I C I ENT 

Ob v i o u s l y , 3 n  d r �w i n g u p  t h e p r  g r a m ,  w e  r e a l i � e d  h at 
t h e s e  . p ar a.r� t e r s  c an b e  c a l c u l a t e d  a t  l e as t i n  a c o u p l e 
i n s t an c e  t h a  h e i g h t  o f  a � u p p o .; e d  UFO c an b x �  wn i f  w e  
e i t h e r  t h  t e r r e s t r i 1 d i s t an c e an d t h e  a i r i s t an c e  

CUFON 3 

a l mo s t  a l l 
o f  w ay s . F o r· 

h v e  as d a t a  

UFO -w i t n e � s  

1 6  

. · •  



- - - -

E.O.A . 

< b r  i .. n g  i n g  t h e  t h e o r e m  o f  P:,o t h ag o r as ) ,  o r  i: h e  4 'i r  d i s t an c e  an d t h e  
z e n i t h  ang l e , o r  e l s e ( a n d  � h i s  i s  1 � e  c � �mo n e s t  w a� ) 1 h e t e r r e s t r ia l 
d is t anc e UFO -wit ne s s  and t h e  z e n i t h  a n g e .  Th e r e f o r e , t h e  pr o g r am as K s  
t h e  c o mp u t e r - o pe r a t o r  f o r  w h a t c l as s  o f  d a t a h e  h as and t h e  paramet e r  
r e qu i r e d  i s  c a l c u l at e d  o n  t h e  g r o u nd o f  t h e  an s w e r . 
He mu s t  d e '.1 0 t e  a pa r t i c u l a r ar K t o  t h e  t w o  1 as t o pt ions t h e  pr o g r am 
o ff e r s  1 t h e  c o mp u t at io n  o f  t h e  c r e d ib i l it �  c o e f f ic ie nt a n d t h e  
e s t ima t io n  o f  t h e  pr o b ab i l it� /s t r ang e ne s s  c o e ff ic ie n t .  
Re g ar d in g t h e  f o r mer ,  G . S.E. a d o p1 e d  t h e  s � s t e m  s u g g e s t e d  b y  S . U.F . 
<Se z i o ne Uf o l o g ic a Fio r e n t in a, an It a l i an g r o u p ) ,  wit h a l it t l e  
v ar ian t . 
S . U.F., in o r d e r  t o  e s t ima t e  t h e  c r e d i b i l i1 y o f  an e v e nt <UFO o r  IFO, it 
d o e s n • t  ma t t e r ) , c o nc e iv e d  a s c o r e  · � h a t ,  b as in g  it s e l f  on fiv e 
c o n d it i o ns aims at e x pr e s s i n g  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  pro b ab i l it y t h a t • c  • . • > a 
c e r t ain ph e no men o n , w h a t e v e r  it s n a t u r e  c o u l d  h av e  b e e n, h as b e e n  
r e a l l y  o b s e r v e d  w it h i n  w ays and t imes r e f e r r e d  b y  w i t ne s s e s • < 1 > .  
In s u b s 1anc e t h e  s c o r e  c ons id e r s  t h e  f o l l o win g f ac t o r s : 

1 - �'UMBER OF W ITNESSES 
2 - l'l.JtwSER OF IND IPENDENT TEST IMON IES 
3 - W ITNESS ' PERSO��L ITY 
4 - TRACES/ INSTRUMENTAL DETECT IONS 
5 - SOURCE 

A s c o r e , v ar y i ng f r o m  0 to 0 . 20 ,  is as s i g n e d  t o  e ac h  o f  t h e s e  f iv e  
f ac t o r s ,  s o  t h a t t h e  h i g h e s t  o b t an aib l e  l im i t  is 1 .  The c o mp u t e r ize d 
v e r s io n  o f  t h is met h o d  i s  ne ar l y  id e nt ic a l  t o  t h e  o r i g in a l  o n e  an d 
t h e  o n l y d if f e r e n c e  c o nsis t s  o n  g iv in g f ac t o r 5 a s c o r e  t h at is 
d i f f e r e nt f r o m  t h e  o ne S.U.F . a s s ig ne d t o  i t : if a t e s 1 imon y 
t h r o u g h l e t t e r  o r  j o u r na l ar e t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  a r e po r t  w e  wi l l g iv e  
as s co r e  a . 05 ,  w h i l e  i f  an UFO ma g az i ne is 1 h e  s o u r ce w e  w i l l  g i v e  
0 , 1 0 . As t h e  r e s t  t h e  c o mp u t e r ize d v e r s io n  o f  S . U.F . • s  c r e d ib i l it y  
c o e f f i c i e n t  r e ma in e d  wit h o u t  a n y  c h ang e s . 
In c o nc l u s ion t h e  pr o g r am c o mp u t e s  t h e  c o e f f i c ie nt s  o f  t h e  
we l l -K n o wn Pr o b a b i l i t y/St r ang ene s s  d i a g r a m, co nc e i v e d  b y  J. A .  
Hyn e K . In t h is c as e  w e  in s e r t e d  a mod ific at io n t h at ,  in o u r  o pinio n ,  
c o u l d  imp r o v e  t h e  a b i l it ie s t h e  d iag r a m h as o n  f i x ing t h e  d at a  i n  an 
e x a c t  s c h e me .  We t h o u g h t  t o  e x p l oit t h e  �ipo l o g y o f  UFO ev e n t s  
s u pp l y i n g  a • s c a l e •  t h a t co u l d  b e  ab l e  t o  d ir e c t , b r i e f l y, t h e  ch o ic e  
o f  t h e  c o mp u t e r - o pe r a t o r . By s u c h  a w ay h e  c an b as e  h ims e l f  o n  t h e  
K i n d  o f  s ig h t in g  t h at h e  wis h e s  t o  ana l � ze ,  o n  a w a r d i n g  t h e  
v a l u e  o f  s t r ang e n e s s . We c ar r ie d  o u t  t h e  •t ipo l o g ic a l s c a l e •  
b y  h o l ding in d u e  c o ns id e r at io n  t h e  e l a s t ic it y  i t  mu s t  b e  s u b j e c t  
t o , a s  e v e n  c as e s  o f  t h e  s ame t ipo l o g y  c an pr o po s e  s it u at io ns 
w it h  a d if f e r e nt s t r ang e ne s s . 
I n  t h e  p r o g r am w e  in dic a t e d  b y  t h e  s ymbo l • + • t h o s e  c as e s  wh ic h a r e 

s t r a n g e r  t h an o t h e r s , in a s ame K ind . In t his w ay it wil l b e  � 
po s s i�i l e t o  h av e  a CE 0 o r  a CE 0 + ,  a CE 3 an d a CE 3 +  and s o  o n, j u s t  
b y  v ir t u e  o f  t h e  ab o v e -men t io ne d e l a s t ic it y .  Mo r e o v e r ,  s pe aK ing f o r  
pr o b ab i l it y, w e  c h o s e  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  c o n s id e r e d  s c o r e ,  t h a t we 
d iv id e d  in t o  9 qu a d r ant s o f  t h e  d iag r am .  Th is c h o ic e  is mot iv at e d  b y  
a s imp l e  c o ns i d e r a t io n  : ac c o r d ing t o  o u r  pr o po s a l ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  
s c o r e  o f  c r e d ib i l it y we c an g iv e a r e po r t  is 1 ,  l e av in g  o u t  o f  
c o n s i d e r a t io n  t h e  f ac t  t h a t a c as e  c o u l d  i nv o l v e a UFO o r  a IFO . Su c h  a 
v a l u e  - 1 - s h o u l d  o c c u p y  t h e  t e nt h  c o l u mn o f  t h e  d ia g r a m, b u t  in 
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E . D . A .  

o u r  c o mp u t e r i z e d  v e r s i o n  i t  o c c u p i e s  t h e  n i n t h  c o l u mn . Wh y  ? Th e 
r e as o n i s  v e r y  s i mp l e : i f  o n  o n e  h an d  w e  c an h av e  t h e  c e �t a i n t y  - 1 
t h a t an e v e n t  h ap p e n e d , o n  t h e  o t h e r  h an d  w e  w o n ' t  K n o w  w i t h  ab s o l u t e  
c e r t a i n t y  < o n  t h e c o n t r ar y  w e  w o u l d  h av e  a d e f i n i t i v e , ma t h e ma t i c a l 
p r o o f > i f  a UFO or a I FO p r o d u c e d  t h e  e v e n t  i t s e l f  < t i l l n o w  w e  
d o n ' t  d i s p o s �  s u c h  a p r o o f , b u t  o n l y  p r o b ab i l i t i e s >  an d s o  t h e  t e n t h  

c o l u mn o f  p r o b a b i l i t y  r e ma i n s  a me r e l y  t h e o r e t i c a l  b o r d e r . 
Go i n g  b ac K  t o  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  e mp l o y me n t  o f  E . O . A . , w e  h av e  t o  s ay 
t h a t t h e  p r o g r a m c an b e  u s e d  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  w e  a l r e ad y  me n t i o n e d . 
Th e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  a r e n ' t  i mp u t ab l e  - i t  i s  o b v i o u s  - t o  t h e  p r o g r am 
i t s e l f  o r  t h e  me t h o d s  o f  c a l c u l u s w e  e mp l o y e d , r a t h e r t o  t h e  
i mp o s s i b i l i t y , s o me t i me s , t o  t aK e  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  me as u r i n g s  o n  t h e  p l ac e  
o f  a s u p p o s e d  s i g h t i n g . So i t ' s  e v i d e n t  t h a t t h e  p r o g r am < as r e g ar d s  
t h e  v a l u t a t i o n s  o f  d i s t an c e  an d s i z e ) mo s t l y  a p p l i e s  t o  • c l o s e  
e n c o u n t e r s • ,  o f f e r i n g  s e v e r a l  h i n t s  i n  t h e s e  t e r ms . 
As t h e  r e s t  w e  c an ' t  t h i n K  t o  d r aw e x ac t  d a t a  fr o m  v ag u e  r e p o r t s  < as 
L . N . ar e b y  t h e i r  n a t u r e > .  

S e r g i o  B i an c h i 

GSE R e c o r d  S e c t i o n  

No t e : 

Fu r t h e r  i n f o r mat i o n a b o u t  E . D . A . , G . S . E .  o r  d e t a i l s  qu o t e d  i n  t h i s  
ar t i c l e  c an b e  ma d e  av a i ab l e  f r o m  
G . S . E .  - c /o Lu i g i D i  R u z z a - V i a d e g l i Er o i ,  9 - 0304 3 CASS I NO  < FR > -
I T A L Y 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

< 1 > Bon c o mp ag n i , Co n t i , Co p p e t t i , Lamp e r i , R i c c i , San i < 1 980 > 
• uF o  i n  I t a l i a - L ' o n d a t a  d e l  1 9 5 4 • 
Co r r ad o  Te d e s c h i Ed i t o r e , F i r e n z e , 38 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

O T T e r  O T  S o T t w a r e  

A n i c e  s o f t w ar e  d e v e l o p e d  b y  Mar c o  Bo t t a i n i f o r  t h e  s t o r ag e  o f  I t a l i an 
c as u i s t r y  o n  l o c a l  b as i s  i s  n o w  av a i l ab l e  f o r Ap p l e  l i e .  Th e  d at ab as e  -
b e y o n d  u s u a l  f i e l d s f o r  f u n d ame n t a l  d a t a  - i s  ab l e  t o  e s t ab l i s h as man y 
f i e l d s �s y o u  w i s h  f o r  s o u r c e s . Th e r e  i s  a l s o a g r ap h i c  g e n e r a t o r a b l e  
t o  p r e s e n t  < o n  v i d e o  o r  p r i n t e r > b ar an d p i e c h ar t s  c o m i n g f r o m  s o me  
s t at i s t i c a l  an a l y s e s . A t  t h e  mo me n t , n i n e  d i f f e r e n t  f i l e s < r e l a t i n g  t o  
t h e  n i �e p r o v i n c e s  o f  Tu s c an y , t h e  r e g i o n  w h e r e  Bo t t a i n i l i v e s > ar e 
av a i l ab l e , w i t h  a t o t a l  o f  8 1 4 c as e s . 
Th e  w t� l e  s o f t w ar e  < t w o  s •  1/4 d i s K s > ,  b o t h  i n  t h e  I t a l i an an d t h e  
En g l i s h  v e r s i o n , i s  n o w  o f f e r e d  a t  20 , 00 0  I t a l i an l i r e . Fo r n o n -Ap p l e  
u s e r s , � e  o f f e r  a l s o  t h e  c o mp l e t e  p r i n t - o u t  o f  t h i s  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  

c a t a l o g u e , i n c l u d i n g  s t at i s t i c s  a n d  g r ap h s . I t  i s  a 82 p ag e  r e p o r t , n o w  
av a i ab l e  a t  1 4 , 000 I t a l i an l i r e . 
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A d a t a b a s e  � o r  a n t  i t y  c a s e s c c n 0  

- Ch e c K p o i n t  n u mb e r  o n e  -

b y  De n y s  Br e y s s e  

De n y s  Br e y s s e  i s  a Fr e n c h  r e s e ar c h e r , l i v i n g  n e ar 
Par i s ,  w h o  i s  d e v e l o p i n g  a n e w  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  
w o r K  o n  e n t i t y  c as e s  b y  a c o mp u t e r i z e d  d at ab as e . 
On e o f  t h e  c h i e f  a i ms i s  t h e  s e ar c h  f o r  c o n s t an t  
mo t i f s i n s i d e  t h e  w i t n e s s e s ' t a l e s , as p r o p o s e d  b y  
f o l K l o r e  s t u d e n t s  an d b y  t h e  En g l i s h  r e s e ar c h e r  
J . H i n d  < 1 > .  Br e y s s e  i s  au t h o r  o f  a v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  
s t u d y  ab o u t  t h e  d u r at i o n  o f  s i g h t i n g s  i n  r e l a t i o n  
t o  t h e  f u n d a me n t a l  UFO/ I FO qu e s t i o n \ 2 ) .  H e  i s  o w n  
ad d r e s s  i s  
S a  r u e  St . Ex u p e r y  # F -92 1 80 An t o n y  # FRANCE 

1 .  twE:ANS . 

1 . 1  Bas i c  ma t e r i a l 

I t  i s  �d e b y  a ma x i mu m  o f  • h u man o i d • c as e s .  

1 9  

Th e  e x p r e s s i o n h u man o i d  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  ad ap t e d  an d i t  
o w i n g  t o  e as i n e s s  : s o me  c as e s  c o u l d  t a l K ab o u t  b e i n g s 
a p p e ar an c e , f o r  e x amp l e . 

i s  o n l y  u s e d  
w i t h  an i ma l  

On l y  t w o  c r i t e r i a  h av e  b e e n  u s e d  t o  s e l e c t  c as e s . 

Th e c as e  mu s t  < e x p l i c i t y  o r  n o t ) t o  b e  r e l at e d  w i t h  UFO 

p h e n o me n o n  < e x p l i c i t y , f o r  e x amp l e ,  i f  Mr . X � e e s t w o  b e i n g s  g o i n g  d o w n  
f r o m  a b r i g h t  d i s c ; i mp l i c i t y i f  i n  t h e  w i t n e s s ' m i n d  o r  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  i n v e s t i g at o r  o r  t h e  s o u r c e  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e , i t  i s  r e l at e d  
w i t h  t h e  UFO p h e n o me n o n ) .  F o r  t h e s e r e as o n s , V i r g i n  t�r y  e x p e r i e n c e s 
r e l a t e d  i n  a r e l i g i o u s  b o o K  w i l l  n o t  b e  t aK e n i n t o  a c c o u n t , b u t  w e ' l l  
K e e p  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  � h a i r y  b i g ap e n i f  t h e  �r i t e r r e p o r t s  t h e m  f or 
s h o w i n g  t h e  UFO w av e  o f  t h e  s ame p e r i o d . 

Th e c as e  h as t o  b e  d e t a i l e d i n  a m i n i mu m  w ay . Hav e t o  b e  K n o wn 
t h e  d a t e e v e n  n o t  e x ac t l y ) ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  a n d t.h e n u mb e r o f  w i t n e s s e s . 
We ' l l  n o t  K e e p  e n t r i e s l i K e  " So me  b e i n g s  o f  9 e a t  h e i g h t  c o m i n g  a w a)' 
w h e n  w i t n e s s e s  ap p r o ac h  t h e m  h a v e  b e � n  s e e n  s e v e r a l  t i me s w i t h i n l as t  

d a)' s  i n  t h e  r e g i on o f  N . " .  We c an a c c e p t  c a3 e s  w h e r· e  1 o c at i o n  an d 
n u mb e r  o f  w it n e s s e s ar· e o n l y  ap p r· o x ifAat i v e l y  i< () o w n  o n l 7"  i f  t h e s e  c as e s. 
ar e s u f f i c i e n t l � d e t a i l e d t h e r w i s e . 
Bo t h  e x p l a i n e d  < s u r e l �  o r  n o t > an d u n e x p l � i n e J  c as e s  w i l l  b e  u s e d  • 

... 

RE�RK -

Th e s e  e r  i t e r  i a  o f  s e  1 e �  t i o n ar· e ar b i i: r ar· y .  Bu t t h e y  h a v e  b e e n 
e x p l i c i t l y  an d c o n s c i u o s 1 y ad o p t e d . Ex c e p t e d  c h a t , as an � c r i t e r i o n , 

t h e y �y i n t r o d u c e  a b i a.s. i n  t o  t h e  d a t a ,  ·t h e  o lla t  t e r f o  t h e  it' e x i s t e n c e  

i s  t he w i s h  o f  g e t t i n g  a mat e r i a l e x p l o i t a b l e  a f t er w a r d s . 
I t  r e ma i n s  a r i s K  o f  ac c tJ mu l a t i n g  m�n y  a n d  ma n y  u s e l e s s  c as e s , 
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b e c au s e  t o o  p o o r l �  d e t a i l e d .  S o  w e • 1 1  j o i n io e ac h  c as e  an 
ab o u t  t h e  qu an i i i �  of i n f o r mat i o n < n u mb e r  of c h ar ac t e r i s t i c s  
c o d e d > .  

i n d i c at i o n 
me an i n g l �  

Th e s o l e  c as e s  w h i c h  v e r i f �  t h e  c r i t e r i a  b u t  w h i c h  w i l l  n o t  b e  
c o d e d  < at l e as t i n  a f i r s t  s t ag e ) ar e t h o s e  w h e r e  a qu as i s i m i l ar 
p h e n o me n o n  ( i n i t s  ap p e ar an c e  an d i n  i t s  p r o c e e d i n g ) o c c u r s  v e r �  s o o n 
af t e r  i n  an i mme d i at e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d , s u c h  a s  f e w  h o u r s  o r  f e w  d a� s  
l at e r . Th e  a i m o f  s u c h  a n  i d e a  i s  t o  av o i d o f  a c c u rw l a t i n g  n o n  
s i g n i f i c an t  d o ub l e s .  

1 . 2 Th e Har d w ar e . 

• Pe r s o n a l  m i c r o -c o mp u t e r Ams i r ad CPC 4S4 < 42K RAM ) w i t h  t w o  d i s c  
d r i v e s  < 3 • >  f o r  t h e  d at a  s t o r ag e  an d an Ams t r ad 80 c o l u mn s  p r i n t e r . 

1 .  3 Th e De 1 a� s . 

My o w n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  j o b p r e v  n t s  ma f r o m  g 1 v 1 n g  e x ac t  t i me s  
t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  w o r K . H o w e w e r , I s p e n d  t h e  b i g g e s t  p ar i  o f  my UFO 
t i me - ap p r o x i mat e l y  t e n h o u r s  p e r  w e e K  - w i t h  i t . I ' l l  n e e d a 
Y P- ar f o r  c o d i n g  a s i g n i f i c an t  n u mb e r  o f  c as e s  a n d  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  
s t at i s t i c a l r e s u l t s < c f . A i ms > .  
I i n t e n d  i o  d o  a r e g u l ar c h e c K p o i n t  ab o u t  t h e  ad v an c i n g  s t ag e  o f  

w o r K , c o mmu n i c at i n g  i t  i o  e v e r �  i n t e r e s t e d  r e s e ar c h e r . 

2 .  THE A I MS -

2 . 1 At Sh o r t  T i me . 

ab o u t  
s p ar e  
w h o l e  
f i r s t  

t h e 

Co l l e c t i o n  o f  d at a  < h an d  an d c l e ar f i l e ) ,  r e ad i n g  � e v e r a l UFO 
b o o K s  an d ma g az i n e s  < b e g u n  i n  1 984 : 1 , 000 c as e s or so c o l l e c t e d 
t o d a� > .  

F i n a l  w r i t i n g  o f  c o d i n g  b o o K l e t .  
Th e  f i r s t  w r i t i n g  o f  Be c as s i n e  h as b e e n  mo d i f i c at e d , f o l l o w i n g  f i r s t  

e x p e r i me n t  o f  c i mp u t e r i z e d  c o d i n g  an d K n o w i n g  a f e w  o t h e r c o d i n g  

e x p e r i me n t s  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  p as t  < c f . c o d i n g  c as e s ) .  
Pr o g r amm i n g  t h e  c o d i n g  p r o ce s s . 

I t  h as t o  b e  e n i  i r· e l y  i n t e r ac t i v e . Th e  a i m o f  i: h e  p r o c e s s  i s  i o  b e  as 

c l e ar as p o s s i b l e  < t o  d e c r e as t h e r i s K s  of b i as in c h o o s i n g  
rno d a. l  i.t i e s  > a n d  f a i r  I �  f as t . To c h an g e  d a t a  f o r  a g i v e n  c o d e d  � as e  h as 

t o  b e  qu i c K  an d e as y . 

2 . 2  A't Me an T i me .  

Co ding cas es . 
I t  i s  r e l a t e d  w i t h  a p r e v i o u c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a 
< e v e n  t h o u g h  c o d e d  e v e r �  c as e s  w i l l  r ma i n  
av a i a b  1 e >. 

l ar g e  o r p u � 

" h a.t} d 1 y "  an d 

Pr o g r amm i n g  t h e  s o -f t w ar e  t o  o p  r at o n  t h e  d a  

-f c as e s. 
" c  1 e ar l >' " 

' . .  
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t� t e s  o n  c u � r e n t  p r o j e c t _ 

2 . 3  A t  Lo n g  T i me . 

We w i s h  t o c a r r y  o u t  : 

• •  L i s t s . Se l e c t i o n s . 
Co d e d  l i s t s  o f  a l l c a s e s . 

2 1  

Se l e c t i o n f o l l o w i n g  a n y  c r i t e r i o n  ( � r  c r i t e r i a> o f  a g r o u p  o f  
c a s e s  < a n e x a mp l e  : a 1 I t a l i a n c a s e s  h ap p e n e d  i n  1 9�4 w i t h  an i ma l  
e f � e c t s > f o r  s o r t e d  l i s t s  o r  mo r e d e t a i l e d s t u d i e s  < s e e  l a t e r > . 

De t a i l e d a n d " c l e ar " l i s t s  o f  a p ar t  o f  t h e  c a s e s . 
E ac h  p r i n t - o u t  w i l l b e  a v a i ab l e  t o  an y o n e . 

* *  D e s c r i p t i v e  s t a t i s t i c s .  
C a l c u l at i o n  o f  f r e q u e n c i e s  f o r  e a c h  v a l u e  o f  mo d a l i t i e s . 

G i v i n g r e s u l t s o n  f i g u r e s  < s c r r e n  o r  p r i n t e r > .  

* *  F ac t o r i a l  an a l y s i s . 
St u d y  o f  t h e i n t e r n a l  c o h e r e n c e  o f  t h e  c o r p u s , f o r  i n s t an c e  
s e ar c h i n g  p o s s i b l e  as s o c i at i o n s  amo n g  mo d a l i t i e s . 
s e ar c h i n g  p o s s i b l a  d i s c r i m i n an t  v ar i ab l e s .  
s e ar c h i n g  o n e  < o r s e v e r a l > p o s s i b l e  t y p e  o f  g r o u p s  o f  c as e s . 

I t  i s , ac c o r d i n g  t o  me ,  t h e mo s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  p ar t  o f  t h e  w o r K  a n d I 
n e e d  t o  t h i n K  a b o u t  i t  b e f o r e  s t ar t i n g . A l l y o u r  o p 1 n 1 o n s  an d 
s u g g e s t i o n s  ab o u t  s u c h  a s u b j e c t  w i l l  b e  w e l c o me d . I ' l l  d o  a c h e c K p o i n t  

w h e n  my i d e as w i l l  b e  a l i t t l e  mo r e  d e t a i l e d .  

3 .  THE L. I M I TS -

Be y o n d  t h o s e  d e p e n d i n g  u p o n  t h e  t i me I ' l l  b e  ab l e  t o  
t h i s w o r K , t h e  c h i e f  l i m i t a t i o ns ar e r e l  t e d  w i t h  t h e  

< w r i t i n g o f  t h e  c o d e b o o K  a n d c o d i f i c a t i o n o f  c as e s > .  

Ho w e w e r , I h o p e  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  b e  s o  i mp or t an t  t o  
i n t e r e s t i n g  r e s u l t  t o  b e  o b t a i n e d . 

B I BL. I OGRAPH I CAL. REFERENCES -

< 1 >  J . H i n d  < 1 979 ) 
Us i n g  UFO mo t i f s 

�GON I A  2 ,  3 -8 

< 2 > D . Br e y s s e  < 1 985 > 

< Fe b r u ar y  1 985 ) 

s p e n d  w i t h  

t o o l c o d i n g  

p r e v e n t  an y 

La d u r· e e  d e s p h e n o me n e s  OVN I 

OVN I PRESENCE 9 ,  32 , 22 -34 
a i d e  a '  l a  d i s c e rn a  i l i t e ' 

* * * * * �� * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

Th a n K s  

W8 w o u l d  l i K e  t o  r e ma r K  t h e  v a l u ab l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  Mr .  Fr a n c e s c o 
A l f i e r i < Cat a n z ar o  L i d o  - I t a l y )  i n  t r a s c r i b i n g An d e r s e n ' s  l o n g  p ap e r  
t h r o u g h  t h e  • E a s y  Sc r i p t • w o r d - p r o c e s s o r . Ou r s i n c e r e t h an K s  t o  
Fr an c e s c o ,  w h i c h  h e l p i s  v e r y  a p p r e c i at e d  i n  t h i s  • o n e -man Ne w s l e t t e r " .  
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